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report in the <?,?#/. ./J/f?^. (xi. 339). But, on the other hand, it reports eleven speakers, while the London Magazine gives but five. Seeker shows that there were nineteen. Though the London Magazine was generally earlier in publishing the debates, it does not therefore follow that Johnson had seen their reports when he wrote his. His may have been kept back by Cave's timidity for some months even after they had been set up in type. In the stateness of the debate there was some safeguard against a parliamentary prosecution.
Mr. Crokev maintains (Croker's Boswell, p. 44) that Johnson wrote the Debates from the time (June 1738) that they assumed the Lilliputiatt title till 1744. In this he is certainly wrong. Even if we had not Johnson's own statement, from the style of the earlier Debates we could have seen that they were not written by him. No doubt we come across numerous traces of bis work; but this we should have expected. Bos-wen tells us that Outline's reports were sent to Johnson for revision (anfft p, 118). Nay, even a whole speech now and then may be from his hand. It is very likely that he wrote, for instance, the Debate on buttons and button-holes (Gent. Mag. viii. 627), and the Debate on the registration of seamen (il>. xi. i). But it is absurd to attribute to him passages such as the following, which in certain numbers are plentiful enough long after June 1738. 'There never was any measure pursued more consistent with, and more consequential of, the sense of this House1 (ib. ix. 340). ' It gave us a handle of making such reprisals upon the Iberians as this Crown found the sweets of (itt, x. 281). 'That was the only expression that the least shadow of fault was found with' (#. xi. 292).
1 Johnson told me himself,' says Roswell (att/e, p. 150), ' that he was the sole composer of the Debates for those three years only (1741-2-3). He was not, however, precisely exact in bis statement, which he mentioned from hasty recollection ; for it is sufficiently evident that his composition of them began November 19, 1740, and ended February 23 [22], 1742-3.' Some difficulty is caused in following BoswelPs statement by the length of time that often elapsed between the debate itself and its publication. The speeches that were spoken between Nov. 19, or, more strictly speaking, Nov. 25, 1740, and Feb. 22, 1743, were in their publication spread through the Magazine from July 1741 to March, 1744. On Feb. 13, 1741, I-ord Cartcret in the House of Lords, and Mr. Sandys, ' the Motion-maker1,' in the House of Commons, moved an address to the King for the removal of Sir Robert 1 So Smollett calls him in his History of England, in. 16.
W a I pole.e to others to consider how they will curry on llic debate.1 (/•*<«•/. Hist, xii. 6,16.)
